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" The recent political events in England have produced'a good deal of
sensation and speculation on our side the Atlantic. It is quite astonishing
how extensively the debates and proceedings in your Parliament are read
in the United States. Our interior papers, back to the shores of the Mis-
sissippi, contain more or less of them, and they everywhere excite some
degree of attention. We are very generally on Mr. Canning's side of the
question, although we have a suspicion that he does not love us Americans
with quite all his heart. The general tenor of his political sentiments,
especially so far as they regard the state of the world, and the cause of
liberal opinions, and free governments, is, of course, highly acceptable and
gratifying to us republicans. For one, however, I regret the secession of
some of the ministers who have retired, and I suppose you must also.
Among them is Mr. Peel, who seems to have established a high character,
as a man of useful and solid talents. I feel pain also that Lord Eldon
should not otherwise have terminated his long career. Perhaps something
of the professional feeling mingles in my regrets, on his case, for I confess
I have the most profound admiration for his judicial character. Kothing
in your prints has disgusted me more than the fierceness of some, and the
wantonness of others, of the innumerable attacks on the character of the
ex-chancellor. Of Lord Bathurst I know nothing, and of Lord "Westmore-
land I suppose there is not much to be known, except that he is a peer, a
respectable person, and with powerful influence of property and connection.
These noble lords, I suppose, could be spared, if such were their pleasure;
but I should think it would have been desirable that the Duke of Welling-
ton should have remained. Of course, I am a very incompetent judge, but
I must say I have seen no proofs of that incapacity which some of your
journals charge upon the duke, in regard to the discharge of official
duties. He does not appear to rne to be a weak man, and I think his
speech in the House of Lords made out a better case than was presented
by any of his seceding colleagues. At any rate, considering Ms un-
equalled military achievements, in hours of peril and darkness, your coun-
trymen, many of them, will regret an arrangement which appears to place
him out of the favor of the crown.

" I congratulate you most heartily, my dear sir, on your own accession
to office, and the career that seems so auspiciously opening before you.
I have looked after you in the debates, but have seen little of you this
session. Our dates are now only to the 13th June. We do not know yet
what the Lords have done with the Corn Law, and perhaps the Lord only
knows what they may do.

" Since you last heard from me, we have become involved in a very
warm, canvass for the next presidency. General Jackson's friends have
made, and are still making, very great efforts to place him in the chair,
He is a good soldier, and I believe a very honest man, but some of ua think
him. wholly unfit for the place to which he aspires. Military achievement,
however, is a very visible and palpable merit, and on this account the
general is exceedingly popular in some of the States. The election will